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WRITTEN DECISION FOR OPPOSITION ACTION 
Taiwan Intellectual Property Office 

The notice is given to: Nitto Denko Coiporation 

(Patent attorney: Mr, I-Chu Lin) 

The notice is mailed to: 9F, 112 Section 2, Chang- An East Road, Taipei 

Date: December 10, 2003 

Notice No. : 09221251910 

(1) Application No. of the patent application being opposed: 
090125188P01 

(2) The title of the patent application being opposed: Method for 
Manufacturing Polarizer and Liquid Crystal Display Device 

(3) The applicant of the patent application being opposed; Nitto Denko 
Corporation (address: Japan) 

(4) Patent attorney: Mr. I-Chu Lin (address; 9F, 112 Section 2, Chang-An 
East Road, l^ipei) 

(5) Opposition petitioner; Mr, Yun-Shu Xie (address: lOF-1, 23 Section 1, 
Chang-An East Road, l^tipei) 

(6) Patent attorney: Mr, Zhi-Yang Haung (address; lOF-1, 23 Section 1, 
Chang-An East Road, 'ndpei) 

(7) Opposition ^plication date: November 27, 2002 

(8) Examiner: Tong-Min He 

(9) Decision: The opposition action is sustained after examination and the 
application at issue is deemed unpatentable. 

(10) Re&son; 

1. The Wriitcm Decision No. 09220855990 of August 26, 2003 was revoked and the 
opposition wa^t re-examined under Tkiwan Appeal Law, Article 58, Paragraph 2, 

2. The filling date of the application at issue entitled "Method for Manu^ctunng 
Polarizer and Liquid Crystal Display Device" is October 12, 2001 and the 
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application was allowed on Augitst 2» 2002. The claims of the application at issue 
were amended by the applicant on March 24, 2003. The amendment was allowed 
and published. The opposition was examined based on the amended content, 

3. Claim 1 of the application at issue claims a method for manufacturing a polarizer 
with a transmissivity of more than 35 % and a polarization degree of more than 
90% by bonding protective layers onto One or both sides of a polarizing element 
and surface roughness in a direction perpendicular to the extension shaft 
orientations of the polarizer being less than 0.04 ^m based on the center line 
average roughness, the water content of the polarizing element being kept in a 
range of 5%--30% while a protective layer is bonded on one or both smf aces of the 
polarizer, provided that a method for measuring the water content of the polarizing 
element is based on the equation^ the water content (%) of the polarizing element = 
[(A-B)/B1 X XOO, using the polarizing element's weight before bonding (A) and the 

weight after keeping dicpol«riz3ng-cicTncnt-m-a-diicx-ar±26^fbr 7 lfOm»- (O); 

Claim 10 claims a liqiud crystal display clevicc, wherein at least one side of a liquid 
ciystal cell Is equipped with a polarizer formed by the manufacturing method of 
Qaim 1. 

4. Citation 2 in opposition stage is a polarizer product catalog printed by Optimax 
Technology Corporation. Citation 3 in opposition stage shows a sample in citation 
2, Citation 4 in opposition stage shows that Optimax Technology Coiporation 
announced the product on the "Product Development Achievements" on their web 
site. Citation S in opposition stage is a polarizer catalog published by Sanritz 
Coipbration in May 2001. Citation 6 in opposition stage shows a sample in citation 
5, The results of an assay of the water content of the polarizing elements in 
citations 3 and 6, conducted by the Industrial Ibchnology Research instimtc, arc 
shown in citation 7 in opposition stage. Citation 8 in opposition stage is JP 
59-159X09A published on September 8, 1984, Attachment 5 cited in appeal stage is 
a measurement standard specification for JIS B 0601-1994 suiface loughness. 
Attachment 6 cited in appeal stage is a test repon of surEace roughness of product 
UHI^C2-5618-AGA1 manufactured by Optimax Technology Coiporation. The test 
is conducted by the Industrial Technology Research Institute. Attachment 7 cited in 
appeal stage is a test report of surface roughness of product UHL/-C2'56l8 
manufactured by Saxiritz Coiporation. The test is conducted by the Industrial 
Technology Research Instimte. Based on the above citations in opposition stage, 
the leasons for opposition declares that the application at issue does violate the 
stipulations of Clause 1 of Paragraph 1 and Paragraph 2 of Aitide 20 of the Patent 
Law. 

5. The HLC2-5618S transmissive polarizer disclosed in the product catalog of 
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Citation 2 is shown In diation 3. The HLC2-S618S transmissivc polarizer disclosed 
in the product catalog of citation 2 is siiown in citation 3. The web page of citation 
4 shows the product UHLC2-5618AGAISU announced in 2000. However, the 
above two products are not same. Therefore, the relationship of citations 2, 3 and 4 
fails to prove that the sample of citation 3 had been put to public use before the 
^plication at Issue was filed for a patent. 

6. Citation 6 shows the UHLC2-5618 polarizer in the catalog of citation 5. The 
polarizer consists of two protecUve layers (TAC) with a polarizing element (PVA) 
inteiposed between the layers. According to the result of the assay of citation 7, the 
water content of the sample is 10.9 x 0.2%. 

7. Citation 8 discloses a polarizing film having water content adjusted to 8% or below. 
High polymer protective films are provided on both surfaces of the polarizing flim. 
Fuithei; the reference example and the comparison example disclose a polarizing 
fihn widi water content of 9% and a polarizing fihn with water content of 5%, 
respectively, 

8. Citation 6 and citation 8 in opposition stage were cited to question about the water 
content of the appUcation at issue. However, Claim 1 of the application at issue 

claims -surface roughness in a direction perpendicular to the extension shaft 
orientations of the polarizer being less than 0.04 |un based on the center line 
average roughness." This characteristic is not disclosed by the citations. Therefore, 
the citations in opposition stage foil to prove that the application at issue lacks 
novelty. Ftirther, the characterisuc has the effect that strips of the polarizer can not 
be easily visually found. The characteristic can not be easily thought up and 
accomplished from the citations. Therefore, the citations fail to prove that the 
application lacks improvemem. 

9. Claim I of the application at issue disdoscsapolarizetApioiective layer is 
bonded on one or both surfaces of the polarizer. TTie polarizer has the characteristic 
*^vith a transmissiviiy of more than 35 % and a pohrization degree of more dian 
90% by bonding protective layers onto one or both sides of a polarizing clement 
and surface roughness in a direction perpendicular to the extension shafi 
orientations of the polarizer being less than 0.04 |im based on the center Une 
average roughness, the water content of the polarizing element being kept in a 
range of 5 %-30%." The polarizer disclosed on page 2 of the catalog of citation 5 
consists of two protective layers (lAC) with a polarizing element (PVA) interposed 
between the layers.VHLC2-56l8 polarizer disclosed on page 6 has transmissiviiy 
of 44.29 % and a polarization degree of 99.975%. According to the result of the 
assay of citation 7, the water content of the polarizer is 10.9 « 0.2%. According to 
the test report of atuu:hment 7 cited in appeal stage, the surface roughness of the 
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polarizer i$ 0,0010 fim. Therefore, the poarizer of the application at hsue was 
disclosed by cztation 5^ citation 7 and attachment 7 before the application at issue 
was filed for a patent. 
10. The water content of the polarizing element of the application at i$^ is kept in a 
range of 5%^30%, The measurement of the water content is made beforebonding 
the protective layer onto the polarizing element. The water content of the polarizer 
disclosed in citation 7 is measured after bonding the protective layer onto the 
polarizer. The above two water contents can not be compared because of different 
base of measurement. Japan patent of Citation 8 disclosed water content of 8%, 9% 
or 5% of the polarizer, measured before bonding the protective layer onto the 
polarizer. Therefore, the polarizing element of the ^plication at issue with water 
content of specific range utilizes conventional technology or knowledge known 
prior to applying for a patent, and can be easily accomplished by persons skilled in 
the art. 

In view of the foregoing, the ^pUcaiion at issue violates the stipulations of ParagEaph 
2 of Article 20 of the Patent Law. 

(11) In case of dissatisfaction with the decision, the party concerned may, 
within thirty days from the day following the date of receipt of the 
decision, institute an appeal with the Ministry of Economy AfEairs by 
submitting a written appeal application and the duplicate thereof 
(including the attachment) together with the copy of the decision. 
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